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Kapari Vani…..

Jesus Changed the World Forever: from BC to AD
Change, Everything Changes, except Change?!
We want to change sometimes other people, some other times the adverse
situations, though we know how difficult it is to change even ourselves.
Some ambitious people want to change the whole World!! As we enter into
another New Year as per the Gregorian Calendarmy New Year wish for
you is to study how Jesus changed the world! Because of Jesus, we
shall see how the world was forever changed from B.C. to A. D. It is
obvious that year 2023 will be forever placed into the past-Box
ofhistory, and we will be having a New Year called 2024. I feel just
like a couple of months ago that we had entered the year 2023 and another New Year is upon
us! Andit is not mere 2024 but 2024 AD. 3

Tracking History- Dionysius
As people have tracked history, they created their own ways of keeping dates. Only a few
hundred years after the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, faith in Him had spread
into northern Africa, across the Roman empire, and the Middle East. For those who had
experienced hundreds of years of persecution, they did not enjoy tracking time by the calendar
of their oppressors, and saw the coming of Christ as the most important moment in history.In
the sixth century, a monk by nameDionysius around the year A.D. 525 developed a dating
system of tracking the years based on the life of the Lord. This system became shortened over
time to be BC and AD, Before Christ and Anno Domini respectively. Even as non-believers
have tried to come up with alternatives, they are all centred around the life of Jesus
Christ, which continues to be the most important moment in the history of humanity.

A.D & B.C.
The terms “A.D.” and “B.C.” have their roots in Christianity. “A.D.” stands for anno
domini (Latin for “in the year of the lord”), and it refers specifically to the birth of Jesus Christ.
“B.C.” stands for “before Christ.” The system labels years based on a traditional notion of when
Jesus was born — with the “A.D.” denoting years after his birth and “B.C.” designating the
years that predate his birth. In English, it is common for “A.D.” to precede the year, so that the
translation of “A.D. 2022” would read “in the year of our lord 2022.” In recent years, an
alternative form of B.C./A.D. has gained traction. Many publications use “C.E.,” or “common
era,” and “B.C.E.,” or “before common era” in order to make non-Christians more comfortable
using the system. Before we talk about how and why the system was invented, let’s get some
historical context.

Change of History into Salvation History
There is one event that not only completely shaped human history, but the event
changed the calendar. On our calendar, we date a certain event with the letters A.D. or B.C.
Today, for instance, is January 1, 2024 AD. Those letters “A.D.” in Latin say “anno domini,”
and means “In the Year of Our Lord.” It is the abbreviated phrase of the actual phrase “Anno
Domini Nostri Jesu Christi”, which translates to “in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ.Before
the Julian and later the Gregorian calendar, there never was a specific date for anything. Let us
look back in the Bible. Periods of time were noted by who was the emperor or a specific event.
That’s why the Bible says, “In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first
day of the month, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of



Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Johozadak, the high priest, saying …
“(Hag 1:1).

Birth of Jesus-Wholistic Change

However, the birth of Christ literally changed human history. The first Christmas is the
starting point on the calendar. The world was changed when Jesus entered back into it. He
gave us spiritual life, not just biological life. When Jesus came, everything changed. The lives of
the apostles changed. They went from being simple workers and local Jewish men to leading
the movement that changed the face of the world and introduced the largest religion that has
ever existed.On a more personal level, Sick people healed, Possessed people delivered,
Sinful people forgiven and changed, Aimless people given purpose, Spiritually destitute people
enriched. Jesus can change a life when entered into it. Saul changed into Paul. In the life of 12
ordinary men, Jesus changed everything. In the life of a woman caught in adultery, Jesus
changed everything. Over 2000 years, Jesus is still changing people. Above all, Jesus changed
our relationship status with God. Jesus changed how the Commandments were to be kept.
He didn’t do away with the commandments, but improved them. Jesus interprets specific laws
– “You have heard… Now I say to you” regarding Murder, Adultery, Divorce, Oaths, Revenge,
Loving enemies, etc. Jesus changed how we are to treat other people especially women, pagans,
Samaritans and children, In somma, Jesus changed us from guilt to grace and glory.

BC-AD Vs BEC-CE

Over time, particularly in the 20th century, the term Common Era arose as a way to track
time without acknowledging the reality of the life of Jesus Christ. Instead of tracking
the time before the Common Era as the time Before Christ (BC), it became Before
Common Era (BCE). The general justifications for this system include that the Roman Empire
united the western world into a common way of thinking, that imposing a Christian calendar on
non-Christians is imperialistic or theocratic, and that it is more inclusive to use this terminology.
However, this system of describing the calendar is no different than AD and BC. They are just
substitutions for the same way of dating.The system’s inclusion was implicit in the 16th-century
introduction of the Gregorian calendar and it later would become an international standard in
1988 when the International Organization for Standardization released, describing an
internationally accepted of dates and times.

MY Life: BC and AD
How is my life Before accepting Christ Vs after accepting?Jesus brought greatest changes
more than A.D. and B.C. Are we living a life that in the BC (Before Christ) kind of way, or are
you living an AD kind of life, a life proving Jesus is LORD?For those who know God and have
a relationship with Him through Jesus Christ, the incarnation of the Messiah – the Christ – is
the most important event in history. Valuing this moment in time keeps Christians focused on
what matters most in life. It is also uplifting when times are difficult to see how God’s timing
worked from the Fall of man to the incarnation, and how patient He is since the Ascension, so
that everyone may have an opportunity to repent of their sins and have a relationship with Him.
While there is nothing inherently wrong with the CE/BCE system, since it tracks time the same
way, it tries to pretend the life of Christ can be ignored, or even pretend He did not exist despite
evidence of His life, even outside the Bible. Keeping Jesus, a part of the cultural zeitgeist is a
way to point people to Him. When the conversation about AD verses CE comes up, use the
opportunity to evangelize, and share the truth of the love of God.

Greetings and Prayers for your Gregorian Calendar 2024
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II. Holy Father’s General Intension: for the Gift of Diversity in the Church
We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognize the gift of different Charisms within the
Christian community and to discover the richness of different traditions and rituals in the
Catholic Church.

III. Message of the Holy Father for World Day of Peace:

“Pope warns of risks of AI for peace”

In his annual Message for the World Day of Peace, Pope Francis urges
world leaders to ensure that progress in developing forms of ''artificial
intelligence '' “will ultimately serve the cause of human fraternity and
peace.”  The message, dedicated to the theme ‘Artificial Intelligence
and Peace,’ was released by the Vatican on Thursday ahead of the
57th World Day of Peace, 1 January 2024.

Inherent ambivalence of techno-scientific advances
In it, Pope Francis draws attention to the “ethical dimension “of
these new technologies which are revolutionizing humanity in all
spheres of life, highlighting the ambivalence inherent in any progress
in science and technology. On the one hand, he says, it can lead to the betterment of humanity
and the transformation of the world if it “contributes to greater order in human society and
greater fraternal communion and freedom” On the other hand, techno-scientific advances,
especially in the digital sphere, “are placing in human hands a vast array of options, including
some that may pose a risk to our survival and endanger our common home.”

No technological innovation is “neutral”

The message recalls that no scientific research and technological innovation is “neutral”: “As
fully human activities, the directions they take reflect choices conditioned by personal, social,
and cultural values in any given age. The same must be said of the results they produce:
precisely as the fruit of specifically human ways of approaching the world around us, the latter
always have an ethical dimension, closely linked to decisions made by those who design their
experimentation and direct their production towards particular objectives.”

Ethical issues
Hence the need, “to establish bodies charged with examining the ethical issues arising in this
field and protecting the rights of those who employ forms of artificial intelligence or are affected
by them.”  “We have a duty to broaden our gaze and to direct techno-scientific research
towards the pursuit of peace and the common good, in the service of the integral development
of individuals and communities.” “Technological developments that do not lead to an
improvement in the quality of life of all humanity, but on the contrary aggravate inequalities
and conflicts, can never count as true progress,” the Pope says. The message goes on to
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highlight the many challenges posed by AI which are “anthropological, educational, social and
political.”
Risks for democratic societies
The ability of certain devices to produce coherent texts, for example, “is no guarantee of their
reliability.” This, the Pope says, “poses a serious problem when artificial intelligence is deployed
in campaigns of disinformation that spread false news and lead to a growing distrust of the
communications media.” The misuse of these technologies can also have other negative
consequences “such as discrimination, interference in elections, the rise of a surveillance society,
digital exclusion and the exacerbation of an individualism increasingly disconnected from
society”, all of which are threats to world peace.

Algorithms must not determine how we understand human rights
He insists on the “burning” ethical issues posed by AI, including discrimination, manipulation,
or social control: “Reliance on automatic processes that categorize individuals, for instance,
by the pervasive use of surveillance or the adoption of social credit systems, could likewise
have profound repercussions on the social fabric by establishing a ranking among citizens.”
“Algorithms must not be allowed to determine how we understand human rights, to set aside
the essential human values of compassion, mercy, and forgiveness”, the Pope stresses, also
highlighting the impact of new technologies on the workplace.

Weaponization of artificial intelligence
Pope Francis expresses particular concern for the “weaponization of artificial intelligence,”
citing in particular Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS), drawing attention to the
risk of sophisticated weapons ending up in the hands of terrorists. “The most advanced
technological applications should not be employed to facilitate the violent resolution of conflicts,
but rather to pave the way for peace.” On the positive side, Pope Francis notes that artificial
intelligence can be used to promote integral human development, by introducing “important
innovations in agriculture, education, and culture, an improved level of life for entire nations
and peoples, and the growth of human fraternity and social friendship.”

Challenges for education
The message goes on to highlight the challenges posed by AI to the education of the new
generations who are growing up “in cultural environments pervaded by technology.” In this
regard, the Pope points to the urgent need to educate young people in the use of artificial
intelligence. This education, he says, “should aim above all at promoting critical thinking.”

Need for an international treaty to regulate AI
Pope Francis therefore urges the global community of nations to work together to adopt a
binding international treaty that regulates the development and use of artificial intelligence in its
many forms: “The global scale of artificial intelligence makes it clear that, alongside the
responsibility of sovereign states to regulate its use internally, international organizations can
play a decisive role in reaching multilateral agreements and coordinating their application and
enforcement.



IV. NEWS from DICASTERY FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH
Declaration on the Pastoral Meaning of Blessings- FIDUCIA SUPPLICANS

DOCTRINAL DECLARATION OPENS POSSIBILITY OF BLESSING COUPLES
IN IRREGULAR SITUATIONS

With the Declaration “Fiducia supplicans” issued by the Dicastery for the Doctrine
of the Faith, approved by Pope Francis, it will be possible to bless same-sex couples
but without any type of ritualization or offering the impression of a marriage. The
doctrine regarding marriage does not change, and the blessing does not signify
approval of the union.
When two people request a blessing, even if their situation as a couple is “irregular,” it will be
possible for the ordained minister to consent. However, this gesture of pastoral closeness
must avoid any elements that remotely resemble a marriage rite. This is what is stated
the Declaration “Fiducia supplicans” on the pastoral meaning of blessings, published by the
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith and approved by Pope Francis.
The document explores the theme of blessings, distinguishing between ritual and liturgical
ones, and spontaneous ones more akin to signs of popular devotion. It is precisely in this
second category there is now consideration of the possibility of welcoming even those who
do not live according to the norms of Christian moral doctrine but humbly request to be
blessed. 23 years have passed since the former “Holy Office” published a Declaration (the
last one was in August 2000 with “Dominus Jesus”), a document of such doctrinal importance.
“Fiducia supplicans” begins with the introduction by the prefect, Cardinal Victor Fernandez,
who explains that the Declaration considers the “pastoral meaning of blessings,” allowing “a
broadening and enrichment of the classical understanding” through a theological reflection
“based on the pastoral vision of Pope Francis.”
A shepherd’s heart that never closes the door
It is a reflection that “implies a real development from what has been said about blessings up
until now, reaching an understanding of the possibility “of blessing couples in irregular situations
and same-sex couples without officially validating their status or changing in any way the
Church’s perennial teaching on marriage.” After the first paragraphs (1-3) that recall the previous
pronouncement of 2021 that is now further developed and superseded, the Declaration presents
the blessing in the Sacrament of Marriage (paragraphs 4-6) stating as inadmissible “rites and
prayers that could create confusion between what constitutes marriage” and “what contradicts
it,” by avoiding any implication that “something that is not marriage is being recognized as
marriage.” It is reiterated that according to the “perennial Catholic doctrine” only sexual relations
between a man and a woman in the context of marriage are considered lawful.
A second extensive part of the Declaration (paragraphs 7-30) analyzes the meaning of different
blessings, whose recipients are people, objects of worship, and places of life. It is recalled
that “from a strictly liturgical point of view,” the blessing requires that what is blessed “be
conformed to God’s will, as expressed in the teachings of the Church.”
“When a blessing is invoked on certain human relationships” through a special liturgical rite,
the Declaration notes, “it is necessary that what is blessed corresponds with God’s designs
written in creation” (par. 11). Therefore, the Church does not have the power to impart a
liturgical blessing on irregular or same-sex couples. It is also necessary to avoid the risk of
reducing the meaning of blessings to this point of view only, expecting for a simple blessing
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“the same moral conditions for a simple blessing that are called for in the reception of the
sacraments” (par. 12).
After analyzing blessings in Scripture, the Declaration offers a theological-pastoral
understanding. Those who ask for a blessing show themselves “to be in need of God’s saving
presence” in their lives by expressing “a petition for God’s assistance, a plea to live better”
(par. 21). This request should be received and valued “outside of a liturgical framework”
when found “in a realm of greater spontaneity and freedom” (par. 23).
When seeing them from the perspective of popular piety, “blessings should be evaluated as
acts of devotion.” Those requesting a blessing “should not be required to have prior moral
perfection” as a precondition, the Declaration notes. Exploring this distinction, based on the
response of Pope Francis to the dubia published last October that called for discernment on
the possibility of “forms of blessing, requested by one or more persons, that do not convey an
erroneous conception of marriage” (par. 26), the Declaration affirms that this kind of blessing
“is offered to all without requiring anything,” helping people feel that they are still blessed
despite their mistakes and that “their heavenly Father continues to will their good and to hope
that they will ultimately open themselves to the good” (par. 27).
There are “several occasions when people spontaneously ask for a blessing, whether on
pilgrimages, at shrines, or even on the street when they meet a priest and these blessings “are
meant for everyone; no one is to be excluded from them” (par. 28). While it is not appropriate
to establish “procedures or rituals” for such cases, the ordained minister may join in the prayer
of those persons who “although in a union that cannot be compared in any way to a marriage,
desire to entrust themselves to the Lord and his mercy, to invoke his help, and to be guided to
a greater understanding of his plan of love and of truth” (par. 30).
The third part of the Declaration (paragraphs 31-41) opens then to the possibility of these
blessings that represent a sign for those who “recognizing themselves to be destitute and in
need of his help—do not claim a legitimation of their own status, but who beg that all that is
true, good, and humanly valid in their lives and their relationships be enriched, healed, and
elevated by the presence of the Holy Spirit” (par. 31).
These blessings should not necessarily become the norm, the Statement notes, but entrusted
to “a practical discernment in particular circumstances” (par. 37). Although the couple is
blessed but not the union, the Declaration notes that what is blessed is the legitimate relationship
between the two people: in “a brief prayer preceding this spontaneous blessing, the ordained
minister could ask that the individuals have peace, health, a spirit of patience, dialogue, and
mutual assistance—but also God’s light and strength to be able to fulfill his will completely”
(par. 38).
Also clarified is that to avoid “any form of confusion or scandal,” that when a couple in an
irregular situation or same-sex couples ask for a blessing, it “should never be imparted in
concurrence with the ceremonies of a civil union, and not even in connection with them. Nor
can it be performed with any clothing, gestures, or words that are proper to a wedding” (par.
39). This kind of blessing “may instead find its place in other contexts, such as a visit to a
shrine, a meeting with a priest, a prayer recited in a group, or during a pilgrimage” (par. 40).
In conclusion, the fourth chapter (paragraphs 42-45) recalls that “even when a person’s
relationship with God is clouded by sin, he can always ask for a blessing, stretching out his
hand to God” and desiring a blessing “can be the possible good in some situations” (par. 43).
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V. Ecumenism Sunday Liturgy
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VI. Christian Unity Octave Prayer Services: January 18-25
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VII. Guidelines for Bible Sunday: 14 January 2024
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VIII. Guidelines for Communio Sunday

To

The Clergy, Consecrated and Faithful

Diocese of Warangal

Dear Fathers, Sisters and Brothers

The first Sunday of Advent is usually Communio Sunday. But as per our convenience we can
celebrate any Sunday before lent. On this day the entire Latin Church in India comes
together to support the Church’s mission in our country. And every single donation
from Communio Sunday goes to support rural missions and missionaries working in
the areas where the Church is new, young or poor.

This is our opportunity and privilege to show love and solidarity to our Church family. Through
our prayers, we support missionaries everywhere in spreading the Good News. And by
donating, we respond to Christ’s call to feed the hungry and clothe the naked.

Communio brings the Church together in compassion and communion. Together, we provide
mission dioceses with the essential support they need to become self-sufficient. Communio
works with local bishops, churches and missionary congregations, to distribute resources and
funds fairly, on the basis of need.

I request the Parish Priest to observe the Communio India Sunday any Sunday in
December 2023-January 2024 and send the offerings and contributions of that Sunday
to Rev. Fr. Kommareddy Joseph, the procurator as early as possible. Kindly announce
that they can contribute any Sunday/ Day of the year for the purpose. Let them take the
envelops and give back any day during the year. It is out of Love and obligation towards the
Church in Motherland, India.

Please find below materials for more information about the Communio Sunday.

+Udumala Bala

Bishop of Warangal
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IX. Ongoing formation for the Diocesan Priests
To
The Clergy
Diocese of Warangal

Sub: Ongoing formation for the Diocesan Priests

Dear Fathers,

The TCBC Regional commission for Vocations, Seminarians, Clergy and Religious (VSCR)
is pleased to invite you as it organizes two day-seminar for the diocesan priests as part of their
ongoing formation for aggiornamento at St. John’s Regional Seminary, Hyderabad on January
10th and 11th, 2024. This two day-seminar begins at 9.00am January 10th, 2024 and ends at
1:00pm on January 11th 2024.

Theme: Present Day Challenges and the Synodal Church
Resource Person: His Grace Elias Gonslaves, Archbishop of Nagpur

I recommend you that you avail this opportunity and attend. For more information kindly
contact Rev. Fr. Pentareddy, Secretary for the VSCR Commission @ 9985468349.

With Sankranti Wishes

+Udumala Bala
Bishop of Warangal

X. Solemnity of Mary Mother of God (Jan. 1)

We celebrate the liturgical feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary on January
1st, which is the Octave of Christmas.  Only Christmas and Easter
enjoy the privilege of an octave, which is an eight day extension of
the feast.  The honoring of Mary as the Mother of God can be traced
back to the Council of Ephesus in 431.  By the 7th century, January
1st was observed as a celebration of the Maternity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.  In the 13th century, the Feast of the Circumcision of
Christ had come to replace the feast honoring Mary; however in
1751, after a push in Portugal for an official feast day celebrating
Mary’s divine maternity, Pope Benedict XIV allowed Portugal’s
churches to devote a feast to Mary on the first Sunday in May.  Eventually, the feast extended
to other countries, and in 1914 began to be observed on October 11.  In 1931, Pope Pius XI
extended the feast to the entire church, and in 1974, Pope Paul VI removed the feast of the
Circumcision of Christ from the liturgical calendar and replaced it with the feast of the
“Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God”, bringing Mary’s feast day back to the first day of the
year.
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The feast is a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of Jesus.  The title “Mother of God” is a

western derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which means “God-bearer.”  On this day, we

are reminded of the role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our salvation.  Through

the Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared Mary to be the dwelling place where His Son and

His Spirit could dwell among men.  Christ’s birth was made possible by Mary’s fiat, or

sanctioning of God’s plan with her words, “Be it done to me according to thy word.” Calling

Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honor we can give to her.  Just as Christmas honors

Jesus as the “Prince of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God honors Mary as the

“Queen of Peace.”  New Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of Peace”, further

acknowledging the role of Mary in our hearts and in our world.

XI. Solemnity of Epiphany of the Lord (Jan. 7)

Today the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the

Lord. “The Lord and ruler is coming; kingship is his, and government

and power.” With these words, the Church proclaims that today’s

feast brings to a perfect fulfillment all the purposes of Advent.

Epiphany, therefore, marks the liturgical zenith of the Advent-Christmas

season.

The Solemnity of the Epiphany is celebrated either on January 6 or,

according to the decision of the Episcopal conference, on the Sunday between January 2 and

January 8. The young Messiah is revealed as the light of the nations. Yet, as the antiphon for

the Magnificat at Second Vespers reminds us, three mysteries are encompassed in this solemnity:

the adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi, the Baptism of Christ and the wedding feast at

Cana. Extra candles and/or lamps may be placed around the sanctuary and in other parts of

the church to honor Christ revealed as the Light of the Gentiles (Ceremonial of Bishops). It is

customary to replace the images of the shepherds at the crib with the three Magi and their

gifts.

 XII. Baptism of the Lord (Jan. 8)

The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord brings to an end the season of Christmas. The Church

recalls Our Lord’s second manifestation or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His

baptism in the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its waters and to give them

the power to beget sons of God. The event takes on the importance of a second creation in
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which the entire Trinity intervenes. In the Eastern Church this

feast is called Theophany because at the baptism of Christ in

the River Jordan God appeared in three persons. The baptism

of John was a sort of sacramental preparatory for the Baptism

of Christ. It moved men to sentiments of repentance and

induced them to confess their sins. Christ did not need the

baptism of John. Although He appeared in the “substance of our flesh” and was recognized

“outwardly like unto ourselves”, He was absolutely sinless and impeccable. He conferred

upon the water the power of the true Baptism which would remove all the sins of the world:

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world.”

Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ’s baptism are symbolical of what happened

at our Baptism. At Christ’s baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the

Trinity took its abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the “Beloved Son” of

the Father; at our Baptism we become the adopted sons of God. At Christ’s baptism the

heavens were opened; at our Baptism heaven was opened to us. At His baptism Jesus prayed;

after our Baptism we must pray to avoid actual sin.

XIII. Feast of Conversion of St. Paul (Jan. 25)

Saint Paul’s entire life can be explained in terms of one experience

his meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus. In an instant, he

saw that all the zeal of his dynamic personality was being wasted,

like the strength of a boxer swinging wildly. Perhaps he had never

seen Jesus, who was only a few years older. But he had acquired

a zealot’s hatred of all Jesus stood for, as he began to harass the

Church: “…entering house after house and dragging out men

and women, he handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts 8:3b).

Now he himself was “entered,” possessed, all his energy harnessed

to one goal being a slave of Christ in the ministry of reconciliation,

an instrument to help others experience the one Savior. One

sentence determined his theology: “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5b). Jesus

was mysteriously identified with people the loving group of people Saul had been running

down like criminals. Jesus, he saw, was the mysterious fulfillment of all he had been blindly

pursuing. From then on, his only work was to “present everyone perfect in Christ. For this I

labor and struggle, in accord with the exercise of his power working within me” (Colossians
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1:28b-29). “For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the

Holy Spirit and [with] much conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5a).

Paul’s life became a tireless proclaiming and living out of the message of the cross: Christians

die baptismally to sin and are buried with Christ; they are dead to all that is sinful and

unredeemed in the world. They are made into a new creation, already sharing Christ’s victory

and someday to rise from the dead like him. Through this risen Christ the Father pours out the

Spirit on them, making them completely new. So Paul’s great message to the world was: You

are saved entirely by God, not by anything you can do. Saving faith is the gift of total, free,

personal and loving commitment to Christ, a commitment that then bears fruit in more “works”

than the Law could ever contemplate.

 XIV. Republic Day (Jan. 26)

Though India became a free nation on August 15, 1947, it

declared itself a Sovereign, Democratic and Republic state

with the adoption of the Constitution on January 26, 1950. A

salute of 21 guns and the unfurling of the Indian National Flag

by Dr. Rajendra Prasad heralded the historic birth of the Indian

Republic on that day. Thereafter 26th of January was decreed

a national holiday and was recognized as the Republic Day

of India. The Constitution gave the citizens of India the power to choose their own government

and paved the way for democracy. Dr. Rajendra Prasad took oath as the first President of

India at the Durbar Hall in Government House and this was followed by the Presidential drive

along a five-mile route to the Irwin Stadium, where he unfurled the National Flag. National

Flag: The National Flag is a horizontal tricolour of deep saffron (kesaria) at the top, white in

the middle and dark green at the bottom in equal proportion. The ratio of width of the flag to

its length is two to three. In the centre of the white band is a navyblue wheel which represents

the chakra. The top saffron colour, indicates the strength and courage of the country. The

white middle band indicates peace and truth with Dharma Chakra. The green shows the

fertility, growth and auspiciousness of the land. Its design is that of the wheel which appears

on the abacus of the Sarnath Lion Capital of Ashoka. Its diameter approximates to the width

of the white band and it has 24 spokes. The design of the National Flag was adopted by the

Constituent Assembly of India on 22 July 1947. It is really amazing to see the various changes

that our National Flag went through since its first inception. It was discovered or recognized

during our national struggle for freedom. The evolution of the Indian National Flag sailed

through many vicissitudes to arrive at what it is today.
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XV. Bishop’s Engagements in the Month of January, 2024

1: New Year Vigil Mass at Fatima Cathedral, Fatimanagar
Day Mass at Mother Teresa Convent, Assisi Parish, Kasibugga

2: Warangal Office

4: am Blessing of Renovated Church at Dachapuram, Khammam Diocese

pm Priestly Ordinations at St. Francis Xavier Church in Kothagudem, Khammam

5: Church Annual Feast cum Confirmations at Manuguru Parish, Khammam Diocese

8: Khammam Office

10: Silver Jubilee of Presentation High School, Cherial

12: am Father Colombo Nursing College Capping Cermoney, Fatimanagar

pm Silver Jubilee of St. Joseph’s High School, Husnabad

13: am Centenary Celebrations of Rayannakunta Village, Mariapuram Parish

pm St. Ann’s Convent Blessing at Thimmaraopet

14: am Sacred Heart Church Feast, Blessing of Dwaja Sthambam and Velankani Matha
Statue and First Holy Communion with Confirmations at Godavarikani Parish

pm Visit to Kaleshwaram Mission

15: Blessing of Chapel at Chennuru in Pedda Korukondi Parish, Khammam Diocese

17: Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Fr. Singareddy Inna Reddy at Sagaram Parish

20-23 Visit of Fr. Colombo’s Near and Dear from COMO& Milano, Italy

25: Priestly Ordination of Br. Jose Mangeshkar MSFS, Thimmaraopet Parish

26: Priestly Ordination of Bro. Chandu MSFS at Reddipalem, Sarapaka Parish,
Khammam Diocese

27: St. Thomas High School Annual Day Celebrations, Jammikunta

28: am St. Francis de Sales Church Feast, First Holy Communion and Confirmations at
Veleru Parish
pm Silver Jubilee Celebrations of St. Paul’s High School, Jangaon

30: CCBI Meeting at Bangalore

February 2024

01-07: CBCI Meeting at Bangalore

09: Warangal Office

10: Golden Jubilee Celebrations of CSA Sisters at Kumarapally

11: Centenary Celebrations of Gunadala Lourdhu Matha, Vijayawada Diocese

12: Holy Matrimony at Tirumalghiry, Hyderabad

14: Ash Wednesday: Fatima Cathedral, Fatimanagar
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XVI. Communications

1. New Year, 2024: On the occasion of entering into the Gregorian Year 2024, I wish all the
Priests, the Religious and the Faithful a very grace-filled, 2024. May it bring us true Peace,
Harmony, Joy, Health and Prosperity.

2. Warangal Faithful need to Build the Church in Warangal: Please announce to the
faithful that the 2nd Sunday collection will be sent to the diocese of Warangal for works of
Evangelisation and Faith formation. We begin sending all the money of every Month's 2nd
Sunday collection to the Procurator, Diocese of Warangal from January, 2024. Please contribute
generously for our own Church in Warangal.

3. Deanery Level Recollection in January: Deans are requested to organize the January-
monthly recollection on Deanery level. All Priests are requested to attend and grow in holiness
and Priestly Ministry.

4. Week of Christian Unity: The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is to be observed from
the 18th to the 25th January. Please organize/ conduct appropriate programmes. Suitable
prayer material is provided in this issue.

5. Submission of Annual Returns (for January to December, 2023): Parish Priests and
Heads of the institutions are requested to submit the annual returns, which are to be sent to
Rome in the first quarter of 2022. Please fill in correctly and submit them by January 15,
2023.

6. Submission of Binated /Trinated Masses: Maintenance of “Mass Intentions Register.”
Priests are asked to submit the number of Binated/Trinated Masses to the procurator, by
January 15, 2023, for the period from July to December, 2023. Those who neglect the
maintaining the Holy Mass Register and non-submission of Binated and Trinated Masses
would invite consequent action and some Priests may not have Mass offerings to celebrate
Masses.

7. United Mega Christmas Celebrations:
The 11th Tri-city united mega Christmas celebration
was held on 17th December 2023 at St. Anthony’s
Cultural Shrine, Fatimanagar at 6.30 p.m. It was
decorated beautifully with glitter and lights. The
aroma of food and cake and the warmth of
togetherness filled the entire environment. The
celebration truly brought the flavor of Christmas.
Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala, Bishop of Warangal,
Rev. Bishop  Daniel Kalyanpu (Ecclesiafull Gospel
Church) and Rev. Bishop. Markandeya (Alpha Omega ministries) gave messages  on the
birth of Christ. Many priests, pastors, Catholics and other Christian denominations, faithful
and sisters participated in the celebrations. Rev. Fr. Surender led the choir group with 100
singers. There were few competitions like singing, choreography, Bible Quiz, and short sermons.
Prizes were also distributed to the winners. It was encouraging to see a good number of
Fatimanagar deanery priests Participating and supporting for the success of the celebrations.
Cakes, biscuits and food packets were distributed to the people who attended the celebrations.

Fr. Kamal, General Convener-UMCC
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8. Banjara Christmas Celebration
on 17.12.2023 we had Banjara Mega Christmas
Celebration at Yesu Gutta, Shenigapuram,
Mahabubabad. The Redeemer was born to redeem
everyone in the world. The Birth of Jesus brought us Joy
and happiness. Jesus has come to this world to change
all our suffering into joy and happiness. Jesus. His
Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala, Bishop of
Warangal celebrated mass. The Birth of Jesus units us
all together that’s why we are gathered here as one family
to celebrated the joyous birth of With this core message
we celebrated the Banjara  Mega Christmas celebration with our Lordship, 15 Priests and
Banjara people from Mahabubabad, Nellukuthuru, Ksemudram and Balapala parishes. There
where around 800 people took part in this celebration.

                                                                        Fr. P. Paul Raj, Yesu Gutta
9. News from Arunodaya Youth Centre:
Arunodaya Youth centre team conducted youth animation
program in Battupally Village of Fatimanagar Parish on 03-
12-2023. 30 members attended this program. We have
highlighted the role of the youth in the Church. We also
motivated them to take active participation in Church and
Youth centre activities. I thank Fr. Marreddy, the Parish
Priest for his support towards the youth activities.

  Fr. Anukiran, Director
10.  NEWS from WADES: A Decade of Educational Excellence: Bishop Thumma Bala
High School’s Decennial Celebrations
On the auspicious morning of Saturday, November 25th, 2023,
the vibrant town of Bachannapet Mandal in Jangaon District
resonated with joy as Bishop Thumma Bala High School
celebrated a remarkable milestone-a decade of dedicated
service in education. The grand event, commencing at 10:30
am, was attended by a distinguished gathering, making it a
memorable occasion for everyone involved.
The Chief Guest for the day was Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala,
the revered Bishop of Warangal, WADES President, and
Apostolic Administrator of Khammam. His presence added an
extra layer of significance as he congratulated the school for
completing a successful decade under the dynamic leadership of Rev. Fr. Joseph Thatikonda.
Accompanying the Chief Guest were other dignitaries, including the Guest of Honour, Rev.
Fr. Madanu Jaya Paul, Deputy Manager, and Mr. K. Ramu, the District Education Officer
(DEO) of Janagao. Mr. B. Bhagavan, the Mandal Education Officer (MEO) of Bachannapet,
also graced the event as a special guest. Reverend Fr. T. Augustine Reddy, Dean of Jangaon&
Parish Priest of Ghanpur (Stn), and Rev. Fr. R. Inna Reddy, the Parish Priest of Jangaon,
added to the spiritual essence of the gathering.   In a moment of heartfelt appreciation,
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Thatikonda congratulated Bishop Udumala Bala for completing 10 years as
the Bishop of Warangal.
In his inspiring speech, Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala acknowledged the pivotal role of the
school in providing education to hundreds of students who may not have had the privilege of
receiving the best education. He praised the institution for its service to the underprivileged
and expressed confidence that it would continue to impact the lives of thousands, fostering a
brighter future for the upcoming generations. The Bishop’s words resonated with hope and a
commitment to the transformative power of education.
As the celebrations continued with dance performances, skits, prize distributions, and many
more, the echoes of gratitude, accomplishment, and a shared vision for a better tomorrow
lingered in the air. Under the steadfast leadership of Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala, Bishop
Thumma Bala High School stands as a beacon of light, illuminating the path to knowledge and
a brighter future for all.

Fr. Joseph Thatikonda, H.M. & Correspondent

11. News from the Pastoral Centre: Happy Christmas and Happy New Year 2024
Dear Parish Priests and Heads of the institutions in the Diocese of Warangal. There is a
Denary and Diocese level Bible Quiz Competitions for Adult and Catechism Children Quiz
Competitions 2024. The following are the dates and syllabus, please do announce in your
parish and institutions and encourage the faithful and children to participate.

·Dates for Denary Level Bible Quiz Competitions for Adults
1. Karimnagar Denary          and        Jangaon Denary            on - 21st Jan 2024
2. Mahabubabad Denary      and       Ookal   Denary on - 28th Jan 2024
3. Karunapuram Denary       and       Fatimanagar Denary on- 04th Feb 2024
 Diocese Level Finals on 25th Feb, 2024
Syllabus for Adults (All):       Denary Level       - Book of 1 Samuel Chapter 1 to 20

      Diocese Level       - Book of 1 Samuel Chapter 1 to 31
Dates for Denary and Diocese Level Catechism Children Quiz Competitions
1. Karimnagar Denary          and        Jangaon Denary            on – 07th Jan 2024
2. Mahabubabad Denary       and        Ookal Denary on - 14th Jan 2024
3. Karunapuram Denary       and         Fatimanagar Denary on - 15th Jan 2024
Diocese Level Finals on 10th Feb, 2024
Syllabus for Catechism Children Category 1 and 2 is already announced in the meeting.
Place and Time will be announced later
Note:
- Please announce in the Parishes and Institutions and see that groups participate in Denary
level.
- Only seven in a group and you are allowed to send only one group from your Parish and one
group from your Institution Category 1 and 2.
- Ask the Catechism Children to prepare from now so that they can be perfect in Bible and
catechism.
- Ask the faithful to prepare from now so that they can be perfect in Bible. -Please encourage
the spirit of studying Bible ‘Knowing Bible is Knowing God.

 Fr. G. Kamal, Director- Pastoral Centre
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12.  News from Lodi MSSS:  “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, but by the
seeds you plant.” Robert Louis Stevenson

I. Project Title:  Sustainable Livelihood Based Food Security program for  the Tribal and
Dalit Communities of 16 villages of Tharigoppula Mandal of Jangaon district.
Activities Implemented:
i.  Promotion of traditional seed: 234 Farmers received traditional food crop seeds.
ii. Promotion Fodder Development: 161 farmers have received Fodder seeds.
iii. Distribution of Vegetable seeds for Vegetable garden:  624 Women have received 5 varieties
of vegetable seeds.
II. Revolving Fund Loans
i. During the month of December, 2023, 45 beneficiaries of 2 villages were supported with the
loan of Rs. 9,00,000/- ii. 2635 members of Fatima Mahila Sahakara Sangham of 65 villages
of 28 parishes were supported with the loan of Rs. 1,21,10,000/-.
III. SEMI-CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
- Semi-Christmas celebration program was organized on 18th December by LODI MSSS
with HIV-infected and affected children and physically & mentally challenged children. Our
Bishop, Most Rev. Udumala Bala was the Chief Guest for the program. There were around
500 children, apart from parents and other invitees. Children performed beautiful cultural
program. All the children were gifted new readymade dresses and were served festive lunch.
- On the same day, as part of CABA project from CHAI, Nutrition support was given to 150
HIV-infected children.
IV. Workshop on Sustainable Agriculture & Natural Farming Practices for U3 Partners
from 13th to 15th December 2023
With the support of Caritas India and under the direction of Fr. S. Inna  Reddy, Director of
Lodi MSSS, we have conducted workshop on sustainable agriculture and natural farming
practices for Ujjwala Phase III partners from 13th to 15th December, 2023 at Divya Deepthi
Bhavan, Fatimanagar. Our Bishop Most Rev. Dr. Udumala Bala attended the program for
some time and appreciated Caritas India for their charitable works and wished that all the
participants in the program dedicate themselves for the betterment of the society. Dr. Haridas
- Thematic Head,  Caritas India, Mr. Robort - State Associate from Karnataka, Mr. Babul
Sarkar - State Associate from West Bengal, Mr. .Manish -State Associate from AP & Telangana
and 26 representatives from partner organizations of U3 took part in the program. They have
learnt different organic practices implemented by Lodi MSSS and Ujjwala project in Warangal.
As part of the programme, besides the input sessions, they visited Agriculture Research Centre
in Warangal and learnt about soil testing. They had practical exposure visit to the selected
villages in Gudur Mandal of Mahabubabad District where Lodi MSSS actively works in
promoting Organic farming. They visited demo plots of millets and Navara paddy and different
methods of organic practices. The participants very much appreciated the program and returned
with satisfaction.

Fr. S. Inna Reddy, Director, Lodi MSSS

13.  News from FCT: One day seminar for higher education students and also for the
absentees for the seminar for college students held on 28-10-2023 at Rampur, Reg:-

Dear Parish Priests

First and foremost I whole heartedly thank you for your cooperation for the success of deanery
level children’s camp. It helped our children in their faith-formation.
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I would like to inform you that FCT office will conduct one-day seminar for higher education
students (B. Tech, MBA, MCA, B.ED, Nursing, B. Pharmacy, MBBS and P.G). FCT
conducted one-day seminar for college students on 28-10-2023 at Rampur. Few students
did not participate in it. These students can attend this seminar. Some of the higher education
students attended this college seminar, held on 28-10-2023 at Rampur. These students need
not participate in the higher education student’s seminar.
Date: 14th January 2024
Venue: Jeevadhara Prayer Centre-Rampur
Time: 9am-4pm
Registration Fee: Rs.100/-

Dear Fathers, if you have not yet submitted scholarship application forms of higher education
students, you can submit the scholarship applications of higher education students in FCT
office by 19th January 2024. Kindly attach the marks memo (Original of Xerox) and the study
certificate (Bonafide) of the current year and the seminar registration receipt. The FCT will
transfer scholarship money to their bank A/C.

Fr. G. Bala Martin, FCT-Director

14. News from Cathedral: Our Holy Father Pope Francis announced the year of preparations
for the inauguration of Ordinary Jubilee 2025 with theme “Pilgrims of Hope” on 26th November,
2023. The Diocese of Warangal under the leadership of His Lordship Most Rev. Dr. Udumala
Bala solemnly inaugurated the preparations for ordinary Jubilee 2025 on 3rd December,
2023 at Our Lady of Fatima Cathedral, Fatimanagar. On this occasion many priests, religious
and faithful participated. As a sign of preparations a Flag was hoisted by Most Rev. Dr.
Udumala Bala with the Logo and the theme printed on it. His Lordship announced and explained
the importance of it to enlighten the faithful. After that Holy Eucharist was being celebrated
and the Jubilee prayer was recited and prayed for our Holy Mother Church. His Lordship
instructed all the faithful to this Jubilee prayer throughout the year.

Fr. Kasu Marreddy, Parish Priest

Fatima Cathidral, Fatimanagar

Birthday Babies in January

Fr. Polumari Anil 01/01/1983
Fr. Gopu Anand 03/01/1978
Fr. Thirumala Reddy Joji 05/01/1970
Fr. Annapareddy Raja 08/01/1962
Fr. Duggimpudi Vijaya Paul 08/01/1965
Fr. Gopu Suresh 08/01/1977
Fr. Gangarapu Anukiran 25/01/1995
Fr. Kommareddy Joseph 26/01/1984






